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Michalis Kontopodis • Maria Cecília Magalhães • Maria José Coracini (eds.)

Facing Poverty and Marginalization
Fifty Years of Critical Research in Brazil

Oxford, 2016. 158 pp., 6 coloured ill.
(Post)Critical Global Studies. Vol. 1
pb. ISBN 978-1-906165-64-2 £ 28.– (discounted price)
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A  long history of poverty, discrimination, colonialism and 
struggle for social justice has provided, over the last fifty 
years, the context for the development of a vast amount of 

critical scholarship targeting marginalization in Brazil: Freireian 
pedagogics, theology of liberation, critical sociology, anthropology 
and ethnomathematics, critical social psychology and discourse 
analysis. Most of this scholarship has unfortunately been access-
ible only to the Portuguese-speaking readership. This volume pre-
sents, for the first time to an international audience, the novel un-
derstandings of critical research that have emerged in this frame. 
While Brazil is entering a new phase of socio-economic and politi-
cal turmoil, distinguished representatives of the various critical re-
search traditions from all over Brazil explore the voices and prac-
tices of those who are usually hardly heard: the helpless, the men-
tally ill, the landless, the homeless, the voiceless youth, delinquents, 
indigenous people, the powerless. The volume proposes original 
theoretical tools and arguments that can inspire social-scientific 
discussions on facing poverty and marginalization not only with 
regard to Brazil, but also other parts of the world. It is the first book 
of its kind in English and a unique tool for undergraduate and gradu-
ate students, researchers and specialists across the social sciences. 

MICHALIS KONTOPODIS is Senior Lecturer in Education Stud-
ies at the University of Sheffield. He has held post-doc positions 
and visiting scholarships at Humboldt University Berlin, Univer-
sity of Amsterdam, Pontíficia Universidade Católica de São Paulo. 
Jawaharlal Nehru University and City University New York. His 
research explores global educational and social inequalities, 
marginalization and social movements.
MARIA CECILIA MAGALHÃES is Professor at the Department of 
Applied Linguistics and Language Studies at the Pontíficia Uni-
versidade Católica de São Paulo, Brazil. She is well known for her 
research on critical thinking, collaboration and intervention-
oriented research.
MARIA JOSÉ CORACINI is Professor at the Department of Ap-
plied Linguistics at the Universidade Estadual de Campinas (UNI-
CAMP) and researcher of the Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvi-
mento Científico e Tecnológico in Brazil. Her numerous publica-
tions explore the links between identity, otherness, migration 
and reading/writing in mother and foreign tongues.


